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READER 


herein concerned, in peruſing of it : But I believe that the 
beſt of Words that can be either fpoken or wrote, barely 
of themſelves, may. fall Hort of that Efficacy inmcau/- 
ing a Reformation of this Nature ; yet nevertheleſs, 
ty the Lord's Afifance, they may prove a Means 
{or be as an Inſirument in His Hand) to put a Check /o 
fo growing an Evil. : 


And I alſo de premiſe, that it is not my Intent 
in what follows to Cenſure any one that ſhall truly, 
and impartially relate a Matter of Fad, if there be 
occaſion for it, of, or concerning another, which in 
ſome Ca'es may be required; but then a true Friend 
af not delight to aggravate or enlarge, but rather 
aui mitigate or paliate an Offence if it be fo, in 
the Rehear/al of it. 


But the thing that is juſtly reprovable, and alle 
condemnable in any Society, is, for @ reputed Member 
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8 * 
both acceptable and ſerviceable, to all Perſons that are 


TT 


thereof, without any juſt Cauſe, to ſpread and publiſh 
a Fault, Cine or | Diſafter of another, if any, in 
fac an odigus and aggravating Manner, as if he 
or ſhe were glad of ſuch an Occafion : —— Againſt 
ſuch, er the like Practices ii this little Book de- 
Hgned. 1 
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Backbiter's Tongue, &c. 


ESZ\£E7g MONG. the many Evils that the Old 
(FEI Serpent hath infected the Hearts and 

\ A 4 Minds of Mankind withal, that miſchie- 
2 e vous Evil of Baiktbiting, Tale-bearing, 
4 1 IVhiſpering, Tatling, and the like, are 
none of the leaſt; for they have gotten a Reception, 
not only in profeſſed Ad verſaries to one another, in 
Matters of Faith in the Chriſtian Religion, but alſo a- 


mong ſome Societies and Profeſſions themſelves they 


have got too much a Place: And they may be, by 
what is preſented in my Mind concerning em, juftly 
and d:/ervedly ranked in the Catalogue of the worſt of 


Evils ; as may hereafter more plainly appear. 
Now the Perſons that I take to be the Chief, or 


moſt principal Promoters of theſe Evils, are ſuch as 
may be ranked under one, or morc of theſe three 


Heads, wiz. 


The Proud Self: conceited Perſon. 
The Tatling Buſy-bady : And 
The Malicious Evil Surmiſer. 


I. Proud Self-conceited Perſons, are ſuch as are of a 
Diſpoſition to ſet forth themſelves in a vaunting and 
boaſting Manner, and love to extol their own natural 


credible with thoſe they do expreſs them unto, they 
will often in a /cornfu! and 4;/dainful manner, under 
value other Perſons, and lay open and diſcover ano- 
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Parts, Doings, Valour, Zeal, Praiſe, Goodneſs, & c. 
and that to make ſuch Acquirements appear the more 
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61 
ther's Weakneſs, to render them deſpicable, and not 
worthy of Eſteem among Men, like themſelves. And 
ſometimes if ſuch proud Perſons have unjuſtly (as too 
often it is) defamed or flandered another any way, that 
rather than come under Blame, or own themſelves in a 
Fault for ſo doing, they will, by their crafty Wits, 
vindicate their Doings. and Cauſe, by juſtifying them- 
ſelves in ſuch Practices. So by this means ſometimes 
this Evil of Backbiting is encreaſed, to the great Pre- 
Judice of the Backbitten. 

II. The next ſort of Perſons, whereby this Evil is 
promoted, are ſuch as may be numbred among Baſy- 
bodies, Talebearers, Bablers, Tatlers, Whi'perers, Tal- 


. kative-Perſons, &c. who, for the moſt part, rather than 


keep Silence in ſome Company, or ſpeak to mutual 
Fdification, will buſy then:ſelves often in doing of 
Miſchief, by meddling with other People, and their 
Concerrs, behind their Backs: And firſt make, or 
receive Stories or Reports, and then carry them from 
Houſe to Houſe, or Place to Place. And ſuch like 
Perſons, when they have gotten a Story or Tale by the 
End, of, or concerning another Body, ſeem (as it 
were) in Pain till they have delivered themſelves of it, 
to ſome others of the ſame failing Diſpoſition, and per- 
haps rather than miſs a Tittle, or Word of what they 
heard, they will add, by Conjecture or Suppoſition, to 
the ſame, ſeveral Words or Sentences more, whereby 
the old Proverb is made good (ix. ) A Story loſes 
nothing by carrying. : 

And ſuch kind of Tatling and Tale-bearing, being 
received and carried, or ſpread about, doth commonly 
tend to the Defaming and Traducing of others; but 
more eſpicially if it be practiſed by ſuch as ſeem to be 
xeligious, or of ſome Credit and Eftecm in the World, 


. whoſ: Report is generally more readily received and 


believed, whether it be true or falſe ; and ſuch are 
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liable to make more Miſchief between familiar 
Friends, than thoſe common, looſe, be bling incredu- 
lous Perſons, who uſe their Torgues as they pleaſe, 
aud are rot courted a Slander. © | 


ut 
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But the 7/hi/perer I take to be a more private and 
ſecret Actor, who pretends to reveal a Secret concerning 
another Perſon's Faults, to one of the ſame Temper, or 
like Diſpoſition, and enjoins ſuch an one not to tell. or 
ſpeak of it by no means, when, alas, (perhaps the 
ſame whiſpering Perſon had the like Charge from another 
at the Receipt of the ſame Report; and alſo the Perſon 


by ſach an one charged, may divulge the like Slan- 


der, under a Pretence of Secreſy. By which private 
Practice a Man at laſt comes to be publickly defamed, 


and his Reputation ſtained. 
III. The laſt ſort of Perſons, by which this mz/chie- 


vous Evil of Backbiting is ſpread in its moſt aireful . 


Colours, are, ſuch as have by ſome means received, 
and ſuffered to grow in them a Root of Bitterneſs or 
IIl-will, ſecret Grudge, evil Surmifing, Hatred, Envy, 


Malice, or ſuch poyſonous Fruit, which tends to the 
infecting of Humane Society; for where the like + 


Root is harboured in any Perſon's Breaſt againſt ano- 


ther Perſon, or Perſons, this Evil of Back6:iting oſten 
proves of very bad Conſequence, for in this Caſe the 


Backbiter is under a ſtrong Temptation of Lying, and 
is often guilty of perverting and rendering the Words 
and Ad ions of another (or others) whom he backbites, 


quite otherwiſe, or in a much worſe Senſe than they 
really were; for by aggravating, curtailing, and put- 


ting in what may make againſt, and leaving out what 
may make for a Perſon (as the Malicious will do) a 
Story ſeems like another thing, as if the plain Mat- 
ter had been impartially rendered, without adding or 
diminiſhing : In this Caſe a bad Matter is rendered 


much otherwiſe for the worſe, than in reality it is; 
and a good Matter is made to appear quite contrary. *. 
And ſuch Perſons that thus retain Ill-will, or the like 
againſt others, whether with Cauſe, or without Cauſe, 
we may obſerve are % ready ard apt to rejoice, and 


ſcem to take Pleaſure at the hearing or ſeeing of any 


Lei, Calamity, Difire/s or Evil fall upon thoſe they 


thus malign, and ate ready to ſay, Ha! /o I weuld 


have it; which is an evident Sign of an unchriſtian, 
1 | envious ³ 
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envious Spirit in any Perſon where it thus appears. 
And let ſuch remember what the eui/e Man ſaid, 
Rejeice not when thine Enemy falleth: And let not thine 
Heart be glad when he flumbleth, Prov. 24. 17. for he 
that is glad at Calamities all not be unpuniſhed, Chap. 
17. 5. And it behoves theſe to ſeriouſly conſider, how 
much they are fallen below a true Chriſtian Spirit, to 
delight or rejoice at the Ca/amzty of thoſe that have 
(perhaps) no III-will or Prejudice againſt them, ard 
cannot ſo properly be called their Enemy : Then how 
can theſe expect to eſcape Puniſhment ? | 

And it is ſuch like Perſons that look out, and watch 
with an evil Eye, and are very diligent to obſerve a 
ſmall Failure or Fault in thoſe they have I avill unto, 
and record the ſame in their Minds in ſuch Sach Cha- 
racters, that if at any Time they take occaſion to re- 
peat them to others, eſpecially where they expect a 
Reception, it is ſometimes done with ſuch an exwious 
Deſign againſt them that it begets the like III- will in 
ſome unwary Hearers againſt the Defamed; and often- 
times ſo far prevails with ſome ſimple and eaſy Tem- 
pered People, that they are apt to diſeſteem (or think 
the worſe of) them, for no other Cauſe at all, but 
what they had, or heard, from ſuch evil-minded, ſpite- 
ful and diſaffeted Perſons; by which means they are 
deceived. 

So if any one of theſe aforeſaid Diſpoſitions or Tem- 
pers bear Sway in a Perſon, it is as the Root or Ground 
in them from whence commonly ſprings that Evil of 
Backbiting ; but if there be a Compoſition of the afore- 
ſaid Diſpoſitions united in one Breaſt, by the prevailing 
Power of the Soul's Enemy, then the -Efe#s thereof 
may be much more pernicious and miſchievous, where 
they thus take Root. The Prophet David del. ribes 
ſuch a Perſon in the 1oth P/a/m, as wicked, proud, 
envious, &c. ſaying, His Mouth is full of Curfing, and 
Deceit, and Fraud; under bis Tongue is Miſchief and 
Vanity. Again, ſuch have ſaid, Vith aur Tongues will 
cue prevail; our Lips are our own, Wha is LORD over 
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Thus having a little hinted at che Perſons, by which 
this nd/chievous. Vice is principally propagated, I ſhall 
alſo deſcend to ſhew ; firſt, wherein it is forbidden and 
H/pkafiay to Gov; and ſecondly, the evil Eſiacts that 
proceed therefrom, and that are the Companions there- 
of : Which are, in ſhort, Bing. Slandering, Deceit\, 
Inju/tice, Variance, Diſcord, Malignity, Envy, Injury, 
Prejudice, and what not, which I believe there 1s no 
ſober conſciencious Man will vindicate (but rather 
abhor any of theſe, or the like Evils, and will readily 
confeſs, that they ought not to be found among us g 
for where any of the like things are prabtiſed and wed 
in, they are as a Worm, gnawing at the very R 
of Chriſtianity ; and by keeping alive the ſame, the 
Life and Marrow thereof cames not only to be hurt, 
but are in danger of being deſtroyed, which conſiſt 
in a Spirit of Love and Charity. . 

Fir, That theſe Evils of Backbiting, Talebearing, 
&c. are expreſsly againſt the Command of the Loads: 
and diſpleaſing to Him, appear from what follows, 
Thou ſhalt not go up and doen as a Talebearar among 
thy People, Lev. 19. 16. By which it appears, that 
the very Practice is forbidden, and any Perſon that 
* up and down to carry Tales and Stories, is a 

ranſreſſor againſt this plain Command of the Logo: 
and certainly ſo much the greater is the Sin, if 
ſuch Tales are falſe, or tend to the ding of ano - 
ther, or others. | e 

And he that forbid going up and down as a 
Talebearer, ſaying, Thow Holt mot, &c. ſaid allo, 
Thou ſhalt not raiſe (or receive, as the Margin hath it) 
a falſe Report : Put not thine Hand with the wicked 
to be an unrightecus Witneſs, Exod. 23. 1. 

Now, for a Perſon to rai/e a falſe Report on 
another Perſon or Perſons, (I conceive,). cannot be 
done without a manifeſt Lie, and an open Violation 
of Truth; and thoſe that are alice Sal, of ſo 
doing, are unworthy of the very Name of Chriſtians, 
and much more are unfit to be owned in Union and 
Fellowſhip with any Religious and Chriſtian _— 1 

0 


. 
for Perſons by ſo doing, do manifeſt themſelves to 
be in Fellowſhip with the Father of Lies, and may 
juſtly be termed ſuch,” as in the Text are called 
The Wicked: And it was ſuch an one, that the Peo- 
ple of Gop of old Time were forbid to put a Hand 
(or join in Fellowſhip) with, to be unrighteous Wit- 
neſſes. And whatſoever [falſe Reports, or Slander: are 
raiſed upon any, by ſuch wicked People, as above- 
faid, atteſted (or witneſſed) unto, by thoſe that would 
be eſtemed Gop's People now, muſt certainly be 
cenſured as unrighteous Witneſſes and Breakers of this 
Command alſo: But if we read it according to the 
Margin, it reads thus, Thou Halt not receive a falſe 
Report ; which may be juſtly thus diſtinguifhed, -— to 
raiſe a falſe Report, is, to be the Author of a Lie; 
but to receive a falſe Report, is, to be eafily drawn 
to believe, or give credit to ſuch a Lie, without ſome 
ſeeming likely Caufe, or but only upon the bare 
Relation of ſome infamous and incredulcus Perſon: 
Therefore this ought to be avoided ; alſo as a Breach, 
of the Commang, and a Hurt to Civil Society. ; 
And that the ſame Practice of Talebearing, Back- 
biting, &c. is farther diſpleaſing to Gop, may appear 
from theſe following Inſtances, (vi, 
That eminent Prophet David, in Fſal. 15. de- 
ſcribing a Citizen of God to be ſuch an one as Pack- 
biteth not with his Tongue [mark that] nor doth Exil 
to his Neighbour ; nor taketh up a Reproach againſt 
tis Neighbour. By which it plainly appears, that 
thoſe who are guilty of theſe things are in danger 
to be excluded from that heavenly Haubitation : For 
as no ſuch People ought to be admitted as Fellow. 
Members of the true Church of Caxisr on Tarth, 
ſo they do forſeit their Intereſt of being Citizens 
of that New-Feruſalem that the holy Man Tohbn ſaw, 
which is enlightned with the Glory of Gob and the 
Lamb; And there ſhall in no wiſe enter into it, any 
thing that defilth, or wworketh Al omination, er maketh 


8 Lic, Rev. 21. 23, 27. 
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Oh! let the ſerious Conſideration of this affect the 
Hearts of thoſe with Fear, who are in the Practice 
of this -mi/chievous Evil of Bacibiting, &c. ne 
The Prophet Feremiah did bitterly lament the 
degenerated State of the Fews, | ſaying, that tber 
did bend their Tongue like their Bow for Lies; for e- 
Brother will utterly ſupplant, and every Neigb- 
bour will walk with Slanders, Jer. 9. 1, 2, 3, 4. 
To conſider the Nature of the Compariſon that the 
Prophet made in this Caſe, may give us ſome diſ- 
cerning of their wretched State; for as the Bow was 
an Inſtrument of Deſtruction, and a Weapon of 
War, and being bent, the Arrow by it was forced 
with Violence to the Mark, or wounding of the 
Body: So it may ſeem that they were at Wars a- 
mong themſelves with their Tongues, even to that 
of Turbulency, that it tended not only to the 
wounding or defiroying of that Spirit of Love and 
Unity that the Loxv commanded ſhould dwell among 
them, but alſo in the ſtead thereof, to beget, harbour 
and vouriſb a Spirit of Diſcord, Contention, Diviſion, 
and ſuch like; which prevailed over them, and cauſed 
the Lord to be highly provoked and diſpleaſed with 
them for their Lies, Slanders and Deceit, that he 
faid, Shall not I wiſit them for theſe things * Shall 
8 Soul be avenged on ſuch a Nation as this ?- 

er. 9. | | 
The ſowing of Diſcord among Brethren (as Solomon: 
ſaith) the Loxp hates, and it is an Abomination unto 
him, Prov. 6. and the chief means by which this 
Abomination is maintained, is by Backbiting,, Tale- 
bearing, Whiſpering, Slandering, Evil Reports, &c. 

Therefore the Practice of it is a great Evil. 

And as it is a great Evil, and forbidden by t 
Load, ſo it may be plainly demonſtrated; that there 
was juſtly a Penalty or Puniſhment to be inflicted on the 
Tranſgreſſors in this Caſe: by the Civil Magiſtrate; 
David faith, Whoſo privily flandereth his Neighbour, 
him will I cut off, Pal. 101. 5. And the Apoſtle 
Peter doth caution the Chriſtians to be careful that 


they 
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they did not ſuffer aa Evil-doers; ſaying, Lu none 
of yout ſuffer as a:Murtherer, or as 4 Thief, or as 4 
Ewil-doer, or as a in other Men's Matters, 
1 Pet. 4. 1 5. Ohſerve from. hence, If this Evil had 
been of fo Lale and ſmall a Moment, as ſome would 
ſeem to make of it, the Apollle would not have took 
ſuch Notice of it, as to rank it with the 
worſt of Sins, and ſor which the Guilty were liable to 
ſuffer as Evil-doers. 
. —— of = a like ſort of Offenders, I take thoſe 

omen to be, that the Apoſtle Paul ſo ] re- 
hends, as having caſt off their firſt Faith, — 2 — 
from the true Chriſtian Simplicity, gaying. And” withal 
they learn to be idle, wandering about from" Houſe to 
Houſe ; and not only idle, bue Tathers alfa and Bu/y-bo- 
dies, ſpeaking things which they ought not, 1 Tim. 5, 13. 
* Thus it is evident that this Practice of Bac 

alebearing, Whiſpering, &c. hath been (and 

fill is) forbidden and üpleaüng to God; and there- 
fore it is a great Evil, and ought not to be winked at, 


or ſilently ſuffered, and harboured in any Religious 


pom I obſerve that the Tongue is a little 
Member belonging to the Body, and is the Mind's In- 
terpreter; but it is ſuch an Inſtrument by which is 
wrought inunmerable Benefit, Advantage and Good to 
Mankind, and alſo a Multitude of Damage, Miſchief 
and Evil, inſomuch that it is ſaid, Life and: Death are 
in the Power of the Tongue, Prov. 18. 21. Andgener- 
ally ſpealcing, it diſcovers what is in the Heart, and the 
Inclination of the Mind; for (as Cart sr ſaid) Out of 
the Abundance of the Heart the Mouth ſpeaketh, Matt. 
12. 34. Although, as we ſee then a Poſſihility — 
evil Perſons to ſpeak good Things (as the Jeu dh 
therefore he calls them Hypocrites, and a 

of Vipers;) —— — — 
ſhould ſpeak evil Things, as to belie, backbite, ſlander, 
and. carry Tales to the Hurt, Injury or Ruin of another? 
For where ſuch Fruits are brought forth by any, we 
may juſtly challenge that Perſon, or Tree to be _ 


1 13 
And it is of the Tongue of ſuch Perſons that my Intent 
is now to ſpealt, and a little demonſtrate its Miſcbievous 
Ahe Holy Seriptores do often compare an Evil 
Tongue (or the Tongue of 'a wicked Perſon) to ſeveral 
tormenting or deſtructive Things; as it is called az un- 
ruly Member, or Evil that is full of deadly Poy/on, Jam. 
3. 5, 6, 8. It is compared to a Scourge, Job 5. 21. 
to a „Pſal. 52. 2. to a Sword, Pal. 
7. 4: to a whetted Sword, Pf. 64. 3. to a Serpent. 
51 140. 3. to an Are, Jer. 9. 8. And the like. 
So theſe Compariſons may be taken from the various 
Effects that an Tu Tongue produceth, but more ef- 
pecially when it proceeds from a Root of Bitterneſs in 
the Mind, or an LI aui. I ebſerve'what the wiſe Man 
faith in Prov. 22. 1. A good Name +: rather to be 
chaſen than great Riches ; which ſhews it to be of greater 
Value than worldly Goods, and to be efteemed above 
Wealth, and ivattained unto by a righteous, ſober and 
juſt Converſation among Men, for the moſt Part: And 
| if one Perſon by Backbiting, Talebearing, Whiſpering, 
Kc. maliciouſly deſtroys the Reputation, Creait or good 
Name of another undeſervedly, it doth more deeply 
concern ſuch a Sufferer, than if he had been robbed of 
his outward Riches, which may be often ſooner Re- 
flored again, than a good Name once loſt: Nay, we may 
obſerve it to be the Saying of many * Perſons, 
who are diſorderly Livers, that when they have ſuffered 
by Lies and Slanders, that for any to take away their 
good Name, Credit or Reputation, as good almoſt take 
away their Life, ſuch a high Vulue they would ſeem to 
ſet on it, as next to Life it ſelf. Again, a good 
Name is (ſaid to be) better than precious Ointment, Ecc. 7. 
x: the Value of it being accounted ſo great, that it wag 


ify that Concord, Love and Union, not only between 
uur and his Church, Cant. 1. 3. but alſd between 
the Members of his Church themſelves, Eſal. 133. 1, 


= 


E 


* 


Sil 2946; af 
| Again, 


kept in the Treaſury of Kings, Jai. 39. 2. and dic 
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Again, the wiſe Man faith, Prov. 18. 8. The Words 
of a alebearer (or Whiſperer, as the Margain hath it) 
are as Wounds, and they go down into the innermoſt Parts 
of the Belly, From whence it appears by this Compari- 
ſon, of what deadly and mortal Effects Talebering and 
Whiſpering are; for when a Wound is received in the 
outward Parts of the Body, 4 Remedy is often found 
for the healing of it, but ſuch Wounds as pierce into 
the innermoſt Parts, are of a deadly Conſequence, or 
commonly prove mortal: And for any Perſon by Tale- 
bearing, Backbiting or ſercet Smiting, thus to wound his 
Enemy, breaks the Command of.Crztsr, who ſaid, 
Love your Enemies; but he that maliciouſy, thus wounds 
or ſmites his Neighbour, Deut. 27. 24. his Friend, his 
Brother or Siſter, is guilty in the higheſt Degree of op- 
poſing and breaking his Command; and the Apoſtle 
Job ſaith, He that hateth his Brother is in Darkneſs, and 
wwalketh in Darkneſs, and is a Murtherer, 1 John. 2. 11. 
and 3. 15. for where ſuch a hateful envious Spirit is in 
any one, and given way unto, againſt another, it will 
tek Occaſions, and find Opportunities to vent its Spite, 
and exert its Power, to the defaming of its Brother. 

We may obſerve .that the Prophet Feremiah was 
deeply ſenſible of the ſame, even fram his own People 
the Jews, in his Time, who ſaid, Came let us /mite him 
with the Tongue, let us not give heed to any of his Words, 
Jer. 18. 18. And when he ſaw the Word of the Loro 
was made a Reproach, and he thought no more to ſpeak 
in his Name, faid, I heard the defaming of many, Fear 
on every fide: Report, ſay they, and aue will report it. 
All my Familiars waited for my halting, ſaying, perad- 
venture he wwill be enticed, and we ſhall prevail againſt 
bim, and we ſball take our Revenge on him, Chap. 20. 
10. Thus we may ſee, that ſuch as he call'd his Fami- 
liars, for his plain dealing with them, became his Ene- 
mies, and watched over him with an evil Mind, to be 
revenged on him; not only with their Tongues, but 
their Hands alſo. ene e! — 2 
The Prophet David alſo, I doubt not but he had 
Experience of this, when he ſaid, A/ that whiſper 8 

* : gether 
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ther againſt me, again me do they deviſe my Hurt, or 
— * in the Margin, P/al. OY which in- 
timates, when Hatred is joined with M hiſpering, it is a 
fign of intended Evil, altho it be againſt thoſe that are 
more Righteous than them that do it; for it is often the 
Lot of the Righteous, from the Tongue of the . 
to ſuffer in the like Caſe, as he again faith, 'The Mic 


make ready their Arrow on the String, that they may 


privily ſhoot at the upright in Heart, Pal. 11, 2. Alſo, 
king as in the Name of the Loxp concerning the 


Work of the Wicked, or Unrighteous, viz. What haſt 
thou to do, to declare my Statutes, or take my Covenant 
im thy Mouth, for thou fitteft and fpeakeſt againſt thy 


| Brother, flandereft thy own Mother's Son? Pſal. 50. 16, 


20. as much as if he had faid, Thou haſt nothing to 
do with Religion, if thou backbiteft and flanatreſt thoſe 
thou wouldſt be accounted in Society withal, or pro- 
feſling the ſame Things. 

Again, A Talebearer revealeth Secrets, but be tbat 
is of a faithful Spirit concealeth the Matter, Prov. 11. 
13. from which I alſo obſerve, That the PraQtice of 
a Talebearer, is, to cauſe: Diſcord, Divi/.on and Ani- 
moſities among Brethren, . by' publiſhing that, which for 


Peace ſake onght to be kept ſecret ; whenas the Faith- 


ful, in Love, conceal, cover and hide another's Weakneſs 
and Infirmity ; which agrees to what the wiſe Man alſo 
faith in Prov. 17. 9. He that covereth a Tranſereſſion ſeek- 
eth Love: (which the Faithful do) but he that repeateth a 
Matter ſeparateth very Friends, (which the Talebearer and 
Whiſperer do) Chap. 16. 28 Again, be faith, Where 
no Wood is, there the Fire goeth out, ſo where there 
i no Talebearer (Whifperer, &c.) the Strife ceaſeth; 


Chap. 26. 20. This being a further Confirmation 


of the Miſchief ſuch Practices produce. Again, he 
likens a Babler to the Biting of a Serpent, Eccleſ. 
10. 11. whoſe Biting is of ſuch a venomous Quality, 
that, without ſpeedy Help, the whole Body is in 
danger of being infected therewith ; and the Apoſtle 
Paul adviſes, to un vain Babblings, wwhich do encreaſe 
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ante mori Ungodiineſs, 2 Tim. 2. 16. Alſo the Api 
tle in Rem. 16. 17, 18. ſays, Now I beſeech you, = 
thrin, mark them which cauſe Divifiem and | Offences, 
contrary to the Defirint which ye have learned, and 
Seid them for fuch ſerve not the Lord Jesus ChrsT,, 
but ' thtir da Bellies, a by good Mord, and fair 
(or Rattering) Speeches dective the Hearts of the Simple. 
Which Words imply, That he earneſtly exhorts the 
Chriſtians to mark, or take particular Notice of the 
Backbiters, Talebearers, Whiſperers, Buſybodies, Flat- 
rerers, &c. for ſuch are the diſorderly Perſons, that 
cauſe Diviſions and Offences, which are te to Love 
and Unity, for that being the Doctrine which they 
learned, and his Counſel is to ewoid ſuch, fun their 
Company, of give no Ear to them, becauſe there is 
danger of being /infured with them (but remem- 
ber what Solomon, faith, Prov. 17. 4. A wicked 
Doer giveth heed to falſe Lips: and a Liar giveth 
gar to à naughty Tongue ; they ſerve not the  Loxp. 
Jesus CART, for he is not ferved with their good: 
Words and fair Speeches, when the Intent thereof is 
only to deceive the Hearts of the Simple, and beguile 
the Uawary under fair Preterices. 

And as this Practice doth border upon Flattery, 
it is alſo So/omon's Counſel, not to meddle with him 
that flattereth with his Lips, Prov. 20. 19. but as 
Paul ſaid, awoid them. And from a Flatterer we can 
have no juſt Account of our ſelves; for he either 
is filent at, or ready. to commend our Follies, and 
from a Backbiter or Talebearer we may expect no true 
Account of another; for commonly he ſpeaks the 
worſt of him, if he thinks it will pleaſe thoſe he 
repeats to. So by this Means, without Diſcretion, 
we are in danger to be doubly deceived. And 


therefore have juſt Cauſe to beware of ſuch Perſons. 
And in the 2fth Chap. of Ecclefiaſticus, tis ſaid, 
The whiſpering, backbiting and double Tongue, bath 
deflroyed many that wwere at Peace, and driven them 
Nation to Nation; it hath caſt out wertuous Wo 
men, and bath deprived them of their Labours. * 
— FR- 
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Fearkeneth unto it all newer find reſt, nor newer dꝛuell 
quietly: For the Strobe thereof breaketh the . Bones. 
Many have fallen by the Edge of the Sword, but not 
fo many as have fallen by the Tongue, See Chap. 19. 
6, to 17. Oh the miſchievous Effects that an evil 
Tongue produceth ! +; 

I have read that the Queſtion being put to Diogenes," 
what Biting of Beaſts was molt dangerous, he anſwered, 


Of furious and wild: Beaſts, the Backbiters ; and of 


tame Beaſts the Flatterers. | | $ >; 

Thus I think, what hath been ſaid concerning this 
pernicious Evil, and the Effects produced thereby, 
it will not appear ſtrange, why the Apoſtle ranks it 
in the Catalogue of the wer of Sins, judging not 
only the Guilty, but thoſe that take Pleaſure in them, 
to be in that State againſt which the Wrath of the Lord 
is threatned to be ſeverely Executed, Rom. 1. 29, 30, 

1 55 | | 
c But before I conclude this Head, it is in my Mind 
to mention a remarkable Inſtance, concerning the 
Children of Jfae/, how they deſigned to make War 
with ſome of their Brethren, by reaſon of their let- 
ting in a wrong Jealouſy of them. | 

It is ſaid, when they were come to the Borders of 
Canaan, the Tribe of Rubin, Gad, and half Manafſab, 
defired Mo/es to give them their Inheritance on that 
Side Jordan; which he granted them, upon Condition 
that their Men of War would go over Jordan with their 
Brethren, and help to ſettle them in their Inheritances 
alſo; which Condition they did perform; but in their 
Return to their own Poſſeſſion, they built a great Altar 
by Jordan, and when their Brethren, wiz. the reſt of the 
Children of //-ae/ heard of it (as by the Sequel it ap- 
pears) they had a Belief, or Jealouſy (if not a falſe Re- 
port) that the two Tribes and Half had revolted from 

e Lox, and built that Altar in Oppoſition to the Al- 

f Gop that Moſes was commanded to make. And 
upon this Report, or Jealouſy, they concluded 
make War againſt them; but before they did itgrit is 
worth obſerving, they dealy@Bcotherly with them, in 
22 2g B 3 ſending | 
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ſending Phinsas, the Son of E/cazar, and with him the- 
Princes, of every Tribe ove, as Ambaſſadors in the 
Nameof the Congregation, and they charged them with 
Rebelling, and T reipaſling againſt the Gop of Jae! by 
ſo doing, expoſtulating the matter with them; and when 
they had ſo done, the Princes received ſuch a Satisfac- 
tory Anſwer from them, that fo far appeaſed their of- 
fended Brethren, that it quite changed their Reſolution 
af going againſt them in Battle, as may be read more at 
large in 7%. 22. ty | 

From this Inſtance there are two things worthy of 
our Notice; firſt, The danger of receiving a falſe Re- 
port, or harbouring a jealous ſuſpicious Spirit in us, a- 
gainſt any Perſon without Cauſe ; and the next is, If 
there be a juſt Cauſe for a Fealou/y, or Ground for a 
Su/picion, that we do not pals Sentence, and execute 
Severity. before a due Examination into every Circum- 
ſtance be made; for what a fad Conſequence might it 
have been of, if they had proceeded in their Intention, 
without examining into:the matter ? 

Oh, let us watch in the Strength and Power of 
Cnetsr, to-withſtand that unchriſtian, inbumane, vicious 
and poyſonous Paſſion of Hatred and Envy, that it ariſe 
not in us againſt any Man's Perſon, tho' our Enemy, 
and much leſs our Friend, leſt by giving way thereto, 
we give juſt Occaſion fer the Lon to withdraw. his. 
Love and Light from. us, and leave us in Darkneſs, not 
knowing whither we go, 

Having briefly hinted at what was in my Mind hi- 
therto chiefly, concerning the Perſons, Unlawvfulne/s and 
the poy/avons Effects of Backbiting, Taltbearing, &c. I 
ſhall: now proceed to give a Hint alſo, according to the 
Senſe and Judgment given me, how. this pernicious Til 
may be in mæaſure prevented; which is, by bearing 
that univerſal Badge of Chriitianity called by the Name 
ef CHARITY; for; where that Mark of a Diſciple i 
borne and lived in, the evil Practice and Effects 
mentioned cannot pre vail. ( 1120 
The Apoſtle Pau doth define the Nature of ity 1 Cor, 
13. Whete he ſays, thatmany excellent. Gifts Without it 
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are as nothing; for (ſays he) Charity /affereth long, a 
is kind, envieth not, vaunteth not itſelf, ir nos puſfed: 
1p, dath not behave itſelf unfeemly, jeeketh not ber own, 
ir not eafely 8 thinketh no Evil, rejoiceth not. 
in * in the Truth, beareth all things, be- 
lieveth all things, excels Both Faith and Hope, in that 
it never fails, &c. ; "FO 

Here are the moſt excellent Qualifications that make 
a Chriſtian in Name, to be one in Nature; for if Cha- 
rity hath no Place in us, it matters not what we pro- 

; for at beſt we ſhall be buy of the Number of Say- 
ers, or Hearers, and not of the Doers, which is the 
fooliſh Builder's State, as well as the fooliſh Yirgins;; 
and if we are found as ſuch, who only profeſs not 
22/e/s, it will be our State alſo. 

Thus Friends, we are all concerned herein, and to 
enter into a ſerious and Self- Examination, and ſee how 
far we are leavened into the Nature thereof, or made 
Partakers of this excellent and noble Gift and Qualifica- 
tion; the Apoſtle exhorts to Cover earneſtly the bei 
Gifts, 1 Cor. 12. 21. and this he placeth as Superior; 
but certainly it cannot be attained unto, nor retained; 
without a living Senſe of the Love and Favour of Gon 
towards us, through our Lorpd Jesus Cuxtsr, poſſeſt- 
ing our Minds and Spirits, and we live in the ſame. © 

And that we may not be miſtaken, or deceived, by 
thinking we have Charity, or that Spirit of Love which 
proceeds from Gop, who is Love, to influence and 
ide our Hearts and Minds therein, I ſhall a little 
ther remark upon the Apoſtle's Definition of it, ſays 
he, Charity ſuffers long, and is bind; then if we are im- 
patient, uneaſy, &c. in our Trouble and Suffering, 
and unkind or hard-hearted to our Brother in his Trous 
ble and Suffering, we may juſtly ſuſpect our ſelves to he 
lacking Charity, Again, I exvieth not. So Where 
Envy, and the like, is retained. againſt any one, it ib 
anipaber Mark that Charity is wanting. Ir baunteth not 
ifelf, U not puffed: up. 80 then where there is a higlg 
lofty and exalted Mind in any, with ſuch it abidef not. 
4 doth ne brbave ig, una e Then thatwhiel-is 
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tmbecoming the Truth, and unſeemly in the Prefeftors;; 
therefore muſt be oppoſite and contrary to Charity. 
Seeketh not her own :; Herem is manifeſt that a Chari- 
table Perſon ſeeks the Good of others, and a Self- Lover 
only, has little or no part therein. 47 7s not eaſily pro- 
oled: Here is the Vertue of Patience exerciſed in our 
forbearing one another, and forgiving. Offences ; for if 


that be wanting, Charity is alſo: 1: thinketh no Evil: 


Then where evil Thoughts are harboured in the Mind a- 


gainſt our Brother, we do but flatter our ſelves to think 
we live in true Love and Charity. It rejoiceth not in Ini- 
quity, but in the Truth: Indeed Iniquity is contrary to it; 


and where that doth abound, - there Charity waxes could; 


for Charity and Truth are inſeparable; and if we think 


we poſfeſs the Truth, and at the ſame time have our* 


Minds and Conſciences defiled with the Spots of the 


World aforeſaid, that are oppoſite to Charity, our 


Thoughts are wrong. | 

The Apoſtle Peter alſo, doth in an eminent manner 
ſet forth the Nature of this Divine Knot of Charity, 
which he makes as the very Crown or Top-Stene of 
many Chriſtian Attainments and Vertues, as may ap- 
pear in 2 Pet. 1. 5, 6, 7. And again, with much 


Earneſtneſs of Spirit, he preſſes the Church to embrace 


it, ſaying, Above all things have fervent Charity among 
your ſelves, for Charity ſhall cover the multitude of Sing, 
1 Pet. 4. 1. Obſerve, from this he makes it the prin- 
cipal thing among Brethen, to preſerve them in Unzzy 
and Concord; for where it rules among them, and bears 
the Pre-emnience, tis impoſſible for ſuch an one, in 
whom it thus abides, to backbite any, or aggravate a 
Slip, or Fault, or Error that another Perſon hath been 
overtaken withal, ſo as to make ſuch a faulty Perſon 
ſeem worſe and odious in the Sight of another; for ſo 
doing, is not obſerving of that Chriſtian Rule of Doing 
as wwe would be done by, and therefore it it contray to 
Cusisr's Command; for it is oppoſite to Cheri, 
whoſe Nature is to ſeek the Converſion of any, who 
may offend or err from the Truth, by reaſon/of Un- 
watchfulneſs, and to cover their Offences, and Ness 
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them wben converted: Therefore the Apoſtle Pau 

Advice in this Caſe is worth our Obſervation, where he 

Exhorts, that if one be overtaken. with a Fault we ſhould 
endeavoor to rr ſſore ſurb aun one again in the Spirit of ,t 

vi, (which is the Spirit of Love and Charity] comffueriny 

that we are all liable to Temptation , Gal. 6, 1. Where 

fore let him that thinketh -be Randeth, take bera l . 
Fall, i Cor to 12. Res e 
Much more might be ſajd concerning the Excellency 

of this Divine Bend, by which the living Members of 

CHR1S7 are knit and joined together; but What hath 

been already ſaid, is Proof ſufficient, to ſnew that re 

Charity doth not only confiſt in diſtributing of our Sub- 

flance to the Povr, fof the Apoſtle hints in ; 1 Cor. 13. 

3. as if that may be done without (or not in) Charity; 

and he exhorts that all things be done with (or in) it, 

Chap. 16. 14. And again Ying, Above all things put 

on Charity, which is the Bond of Perfettneſs, Col. 3. 14. 

So Charity is of a large Extent, and hath many Branches 

(but all from one Root) whereby it doth demonſtrate ite 

felf; for a poor Man may be a charitable Man, if he 

knows this Divine Love of Gop, to abide in him} 

whereby and wherein he endeavours and deſires the 

| Good of all Men: And a Rich Man may be an une 
table Man, altho' he out of his Abundance beſtows 
largely to the Poor, if he doth not do it in that 
Divine Love, and but only to gain the Praiſe of Men. 
Thus it plainly appears, that this Divine Love, which 

is Charity, is the very Sum and Subfance of the Chri- 
ſtian, or pure Religion, and if we ſwerve from this 
Love, then we turn aſide into wain Fangling, 1 Tim. 
1. 6. and from thence ariſe Heats, Tumults, Diſcord, 
Heart-burnings, &c. againſt one another too often about 
Matters of fmall moment, and where fuch things prevail, 
there Charity is loſt; and then it is no wonder if Backbite 
ing, Talebearing, and ſuch like, do follow. | 
Now Friends, ſeeing we profe(s our ſelves to be the 
Children of one Father, and Servants of one Maſter x 
let us be careful that we do not manifeſt our ſelves to be 
led by a Spirit that doth contradict our Profeſſion, by 
Fo * giving 
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giving way to, or letting in any thing that may tend to 
_ Diſcord, or making of a Breach among us, whereby 

our Vniqy and Fellowuſbin may be hurt and broken ; ſor 
whatſoever Evil would appear in any of us, to incline 
our Minds unto, we ought, as it is our Duty, as well as 
our Intereſt, to be diligent and careful to watch againſt, 
and reſiſt it in its firſt Appearance, that ſo we may be 
preſerved in this Divine Love and Charity towards each 
other, which may appear (and be as a viſible Mark) a- 
mong us, evidencing to our ſelves and others, that we 
are indeed the Followers of him who Commanded us to 
Lowe-one another. John 13. 34. For if we fall ſhort of 
this Command to Love one another, I ſee no room left 
to fulfil his other Command, vix to Lowe our Enemies ;- 
do Good to them that hate us, and pray for them that deſ- 
pitefully uſe us, and perſecuts us, Mat. 5.44. This is 
ſuch a Leſſon that I believe no Mortal can learn, fo as 
to ſullfil it, without the immediate and powerful Aſ- 
— of that divine Spirit of him who gave forth that 
0 P 
On, let us not therefore ſtrive to have an high Eſteem” 
of our ſelyes, but rather conform unto the Apoltle Pauls 
Advice, wizz © Let nothing be done ibroug h Strife or wain 
Glory, but in Lowlineſs of Mind; let each Efteem others 
better than themſelves, Phil. 2.-3. So ſhall we be pre- 
ſerved in that /owwly and humble State, wherein we 
ſnall be as an Ornament to our Profeſſion, and be kept 
in that Bond of Unity and Concord, that doth unite and 
join us together in that infeparable Love, which is out 
of the-reach of Malice to break. 1983 | 
And as a further Motive or Inducement thercto, let 
us continually endeavour to bear in Mind that infinite 
and admirable Love of Gop to us, through and in his 
beloved Son, who while we were as Enemies in our 
Minds. to him, Rom. 5. 10. Col. 1. 21. laid down- 
his moſt precious Life for us, to redem us from the Bon- 
dage of Sin and Satan, and obtain for us an everlaſting. 
Inheritance. ITED n 
Ob, let this unparallel'd and tranſcendent Favour of a 
moſt gracious Go, ſo far have that I»flucnce and EA 
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of one another; for if He, who is the great univerſal 


Creditor, has forgiven us, for his Son's ſake the en Thou- - 
ſand Talents that we were indebted to him, on Condition 


ye ſhould forgive our Brother, or Fellow Servant the 


Hundred Pence, (Mat. 18. 24. to that End,] whit grea- 
us to ' 
Lowe, Charity, Compaſſion, - Forgiveneſs and -Tenderneſs to 


ter Obligation can there lie upon us, to egage 


one another ; For if ye forgive not Men their Treſpaſſes, 
neither will your Father forgive your Treſpaſſes, | Mat. 6, 


25. 
So let us weightily conſider the very Terms of our 


Acceptance, and not make them void * our 2 n 
tallenels, is my n+ Þ 
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Advice to Friendsin the LonDON Tory 
. - Epiſtles, of 1738, and 17444. 


ND, Dear Friends, be * to avoid all Back- 

bitings gs, and 'Talchearings ; for The Word: of @ 

T7 alebearer, ſays the Wiſe Mes are as Wounds, Prov. 

Xviii. 8. tending to the Defamation and leſſening the 

Character One of Another: Be not therefore like thoſe 
of whom the Prophet complains, Report, ſay they, and 


due <will report ; but when\You hear a Thing tending. 


to the Defamation of any, enquire of the Reporter, 
whether he has acquainted the Perſon affected thereby, 
with ſuch Report; if not caution him to forbear 
ſpreading the ſame, leſt the Reputation of the Inno, 
cent be injured ES Goh HOO to put af De 


cit var Sol add Shins? chat k by enge bs 6 hs; . 
cife and act in a Spirit of Charity and Love towards each 
ther in all Caſes whateſoever, and then we ſhall not vj. 
15, Aeſpiſe, calumniate, backbite; and ſpeak the work, 


x e nin W. ht, e 
: 3» To TIT « 473 WRIT 10 ; WAP. ; 1 
rote) 49 Nd b: Fabbian ow leihe Yo 025 
Des BEV} BN lv TNT | 
7 offi\Ri4ncour;® Malice, Ciluniiiy, Derraction; 
Backbiding;' be known amongſt Jede five 36h 
Love, and Wieseſt the Aboutdi Chrifttah . Chak 
rity; which is ſo far from 3 that it APnbL 
Eau, rejoicet bone in Iniguity; but rafoltet bin 1h 
Truth. May your Minds be repleniſhed Boo 
Wiſdom that 1 m which is firſt ch 
Paarcable, gentle aui c e dn treated,” full of 
and good Fruits, without "Put tvality, aud without - * 
ppocriſy :—And let the Love and Life of God: rule and 
rkreign in all your Hearts, that at the Concluſion and 
winding up of your Days, your Joy and Rejoicing may 
be in ny e Load, and you may be enabled to ſaywith 
. ly Apoſile, I have feu b. 4 good" Fig br, I. 
* 2 my er, I bade kept "the Faith ; 'hencefort 
&& there it laid up for me a Crown of e. avhich 
8D the reghtroks Fildge Gu give. me at that Day: 
{ not ge me, only, _bat 8 e 4 
*. 2. Lond. Pre. 1744 1 
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